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cant that, in the one instance in which the authors
of the Constitution declined of set purpose to apply
their political wisdom to a subject which they knew
to be all-important, the result was the bloodiest and
costliest war of modern times.

Let me repeat the points which I trust I have
done something towards establishing. The Consti-
tution of the United States is a modified version of
the British Constitution ; but the British Constitu-
tion which served as its original was that which was
in existence between 1760 and 1787. The modifica-
tions introduced were those, and those only, which
were suggested by the new circumstances of the
American Colonies, now become independent. These
circumstances excluded an hereditary king, and vir-
tually excluded an hereditary nobility. When the
American Constitution was framed, there was no
such sacredness to be expected for it as before 1789
was supposed to attach to all parts of the British
Constitution. There was every prospect of political
mobility, if not of political disorder. The signal
success of the Constitution of the United States in
stemming these tendencies is, no doubt, owing in
part to the great portion of the British institutions
which were preserved in it; but it is also attribut-
able to the sagacity with which the American states-
men filled up the interstices left by the inapplicability
of certain of the then existing British institutions to